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From the (Watertown, N. Y.) Herald of Salvation. 


A SERMON 


DELIVERED AT THE DEDICATION OF THE UNIVERSAL- 


IST CHURCH IN THIS VILLAGE, BY THE 
REV. HOSEA BALLOC. 


* How excellent is thy loving kindness, O God! there- 
fore the children of men put their trust under the sha- 
dow of thy wings. They shall be abundantly satisfied 


with the fatness of thy house: and thou shalt make 


them drink of the river of thy pleasures..°-—~Psalms 
xxxvi. 7, 8. 


As appropriate to this joyful occasion, the speaker 
designs to present as large a collection of those divine 
truths, which compose the provisions suitable for the 
christian sanctuary, as the limits of a sermon will ad- 
mit, and his abilities enable him te bring within so 
small a compass. In promoting this genera] object, no 
passage of scripture, which came to mind, seemed to 
promise more assistance than the one just read. And 
as a well digested method seems indispensable for the 
accomplishment of our design, the main particulars of 
our text, in the order in which they are arranged, will 
be regarded as our best guide. 

1st. Our text maintains that God exercises kindness 
towards mankind. No subject can be more momentous, 
no truth more consoling. The humiliating fact that 
man is possessed of neither wisdom nor power to pro- 
tect and provide for himself, renders the truth, that the 
wisdom and power of the Creator are directed in kind- 
ness to the children of men, of infinite importance. To 
realize our dependence, it seems necessary only to ask 
what our situation would be, in a short period of time, 
ifthe influence of the sun, over which we have no 
control, should be taken from our earth? Or if the 
dews and rains, which we have no power to cominand, 


were withheld? Or if the vital air were withdrawn ? | 


How precious then is the fact, that He who created 
the sun, appoints the dew, ordains the rains and gives 
us the vital air, aliows us to appreciate His kindness 
by those favors on which we depend for life and its 
blessings ? 

2d. But we must carefully notice the qualifying 
term used in our text, to characterize the kindness of 
God. The word is tovinc. Were any of you, my 
friends, to be importuned in the street to bestow some- 
thing on a wretch whose vices were notorious aud in- 
veterate, and should hand him a sixpence to avoid fur- 
ther importunity, you would not be disposed to call this 
loving kindness. But if the child of your affections 
Were in distress, if it cast a languishing, desiring look 
towards you, how would loving kindness enkindle in 
your breast and call every power into exertion to r 


lieve? If the kindness which our heavenly Father) 
n is,| man is there of you, whom if his son ask bread will 


constantly exercises towards the children of me 
in reality, loving kindness, 


Him is an active principle. 

These premises, regarding the loving kindness of our 
heavenly Father, being established, let us proceed. 

Sd. To consider this loving kindness accordingly as 
it is set forth in our text by the word EXCELLENT. By 
this word we are authorised to contemplate the loving 
kindness of God as excelling the loving kindness whicb 
is exercised by men. 
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then is it clear that he | 
loves the world with an efficient love, a love which in| 





Here our feeble powers sink beneath the weight of 
our subject ; the field of vision is boundless; the wa- 
ters are risen to a ‘ river which no man can pass !— 
Infinite wisdom and infinite power are presented as the 
imperishable pillars which support the loving kindness 
of our God! ! 

Let us raise our eyes towards the heavens, let us 
contemplate the wonders which there display the wis- 
domand power of Him, who is the Father of our spir- 
its ; let us direct our astonished eyes to the seas, rivers, 
mountains, vallies, forests, and fields of our earth, as 
so many monuments of the same wisdom and power ; 
let us advance further, and contemplate those efficient 
and subtle laws by which all nature is governed, and 
perfect order preserved and maintained through all 
creation, and realize that as far as the wisdom and 
power of the Creator excel the wis dom and power of 
man, so far does His loving kindness excel ours. 

As recorded in the 49th of Isaiah, the holy Ghost, 
has drawn a comparison which serves to illustrate and 
support the argument to which we are now directed : 

‘“* Sing, O heavens; and be joyful, O earth; and 
break forth into singing, O mountains ; for the Lord 
hath comforted his people, and will have mercy upon 
his afflicted. But Zion said, the Lord hath forsaken me, 
and my Lord hath forgotten me. Can a woman forget 
her sucking child, that she should not have compassion 
on the son of her womb? Yea, they may forget, yet 
will | not ferget thee. Behold I have graven thee 
upon the palms of my hands; thy walls are continually 
before me.” 

The compassion and loving kindness of the maternal 
, heart are so intense and faithful, that history, both sa- 
cred and profan> has recorded but a few instances in 
which they have entirely failed, and then only in cas- 
es in which mothers have been reduced to intolerable 


‘extremities. If there be then the least propriety in 


‘the comparison which the holy Ghost has here used, 


we are assured that our heavenly Father is infinitely 
more compassionate towards the children of men, than 
the fondest mothers are towards those tender beings 
who are nourished at their breasts, without being sub- 
ject even to the smallest inconvenience which can 
possibly tend to weaken his love. 

Here let us pause and blush at the impiety of the 
wisdom of this world, which has employed so many 
reverend heads and learned pens in maintaining, that 
our heavenly Father has eternal purposes of vindictive 
wrath towards millions and millions of the human fam- 
ily; and which is now fluttering in sacerdotal vest- 
ments, in our houses, endeavoring to persuade loving 
mothers willingly to resign their tender offspring to ev- 
erlasting pains for the glory of God. O Father in 
heaven, how long shall thy honor be insulted by this 
Ammonitish idolatry ? 

Another comparison, designed to set forth the excel- 





e- lence of divine goodness, was drawn by the Saviour of 


the world, and recorded in the 7th of Mat. ‘* What 


give him a stone? or if he ask a fish, will give him a 
serpent? If ye then, being evil, know how to give 
good gifts unto your children, how much more shall 
your Father which isin heaven give good things to 
them that ask him??? Standing in the light reflected 
by this comparison, we understand that the doctrine of 
Jesus maintains that our heavenly Father is better and 
more kind to us, than our earthly parents ever were ; 
and that.we have reason to put greater confidence in 
his loving kindness, than sons.and daughters can justly 


——— 





— — - 
repose in their fathers who provide their bread. In 
view of so precious a truth which is enforced by com- 

parisons which appeal to the most pure and most holy, 

as well as the strongest affections of our hearts, we 

may deeply lament those creeds which superstition has 

invented, and tradition handed down from generation 

to generation, which have robbed our Creator of his 

paternal character, and given him the attributes of a 
tyrant; which have obscured the loving kindness of 
our God by drawing over our heads a dark, a porten- 
tous cloud, threatening a storm of everlasting wrath. 

Another very important comparison, designed to set 
forth the excellency of the divine love, and embracing 
its most glorious manifestation to the world, is record- 
ed in the 5th chapter of Paul’s epistle to the Romans. 
‘* For when we were yet without strength, in due time 
Christ died for the ungodly. For scarcely for a righ- 
teous man will one die; yet peradventure for a good 
man some would even dare to die. But God com- 
mendeth his love towards us, in that, while we were 
yet sinners, Christ died for us.” In this comparison, 
the apostle extends human kindness even to a doubt- 
ful peradventure, and allows that it may sacrifice life 
for a good man ; but how infinitely short does this fall 
of the love of God, which is commended to us in the 
death of Christ for sinners. 

I will ask the cords with which the Saviour was 
bound, the scourge which mangled his body, the thorns 
which compressed his temple, the nails which fastened 
his hands and his feet to the cross, and the spear which 
pierced his side if they were all endured for sinners.— 
The dying prayer gives the answer; ‘* Father for- 
give them, for they know not what they do.” 

Further to confirm this most glorious truth, the de- 
claration of the beloved Jobn is here noticed: ‘‘Here- 
in is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us 
and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.”°— 
Again, St. Paul, in the 5th of Romans, sets forth the 
excellency of the divine favor in the following words; 
** Moreover the Jaw entered that the offence might a- 
bound ; but where sin abounded, grace did much more 
abound : that as sin hath reigned unto death, even so 
might grace reign through righteousness unto eternal 
life, by Jesus Christ our Lord.” 

Two important questions now present themselres, 
relative to the excellency of the divine loving kind- 
ness. After stating and answering these questions, 
this part of our general subject may be dismissed. 

Ist. How extensive is this excellent loving kindness? 
Does it extend to the whole human family, or only to 
an elected number, excluding all the rest? Reply: 
If the whole human family be not embraced as the ob- 
jects of the divine love, then it is clear, that the love 
of God is not so extensive as his wisdom and his power; 
for all will acknowledge that the divine wisdom plar- 
ned the ereation of all, and that this plan is executed 
by divine power. This leaves an infinite excess of 
wisdom and power beyond the utmost extent of divine 
goodness. But what are wisdom and power withe: ¢ 
goodness? What words can describe the horror of 
such a thought! Infinite wisdom and infinite power de- 
void of goodnes! Nothing but the darkness of despair 
is presented here! 

But thanks be to God ; this doctrine is contradicted 
by all creation. The Sun, which is the glory and 
beauty of the day, proclaims impartial goodness ; the 
moon and the stars respond unbounded goodness. Di- 
vine revelation emphatically declares, that * the Lo:d 
is good unto all, and his tender mercies are over all his 
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works.” The wisdom which is from above is full of 
mercy and good fruits, without partiality and without 
hypocrisy. Our question is answered if his tender 
mercies are over all his works; and if his wisdom is 
full of mercy and is without partiality, then does neith- 
cr his wisdom nor his power extend beyond his loving 


kindness. 





and contemplating such an astonishing scene, as ifhe 
saw in open vision all the immense revenues of divine 
wisdom, the apostle exclaimed ; ** O the depth of the 
riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how 
unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past 
finding out! For who hath known the mind of the 


| 
Lord? Or who hath been his counsellor? Or who hath 


But as this question is of such moment, as it vitally | first given to him, and it shall be recompensed to him 
concerus the truth of that doctrine, which distinguishes | apain? For of him and through him, and to him are all 


us from other denominations of professed christians, let i things : 


us consider the weight of evidence in support of the 
universality of the divine love which is drawn from the 
testimony concerning man’s redemption by Jesus Christ. 

Let it be remembered, as a proposition already prov- 
ed and granted, that the death of Jesus Christ for sin- 
ners was designed to commend the love of God to them. 
It then only remains to determine whether Christ died 
for all men or fer only a part. On this subject St.Paul 
says; ** There is one God and one Mediator between 
God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself 
a ransom for all to be testified induetime. But we see 
Jesus who was made a little lower than the angels for 
the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honor . 
that he by the grace of God should taste death for ev- 
ery man.”’ The disciple whom Jesus loved testifies as 
follows : ** My little children, these things write I un- 
to you, that yesin not. And if any man sin we have 
an advocate with the Father Jesus Christ the righte- 
ous. And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not 
for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world.” 
Itis needless to bring more proof of the blessed truth 
for which we are contending; for whoever will deny 
it in the light of the testimony already quoted, is in no 
danger of being convinced. 

After proving and allowing, that the loving kindness 
of our heavenly Father, ewbraces the whole human 
family, and that it is so manifested and commended by 
the death of Christ forall men, there arises a 

2d. Question, vz. Has the excellent loving kind- 
ness of God given any proof that the wickedness and 
unbelief of sinners cannot frustrate its gracious designs 
ofmercy? To prove the affirmative of this question 
and to set it in a clear and convincing light we may 
advert to two instances, in both of which the diviue 
wisdom and goodness so managed the wickedness and 
unbelief of sinners, as entirely to defeat their designs, 
and to effect theirown good. The sons of Jacob were 
far from believing that Joseph’s dreams would ever be 
fulfilled, and they wickedly executed their envious 
purpose in cruelly selling him into slavery. But who 
has read the result without understanding, that by the 
wisdom and goodness of God all these things were 
meant for good, and that those envious brethren, who 
acknowledged that they were verily guilty concerning 
their brother, were abundantly blessed through the 





to whom be glory forever. Amen.” 

The objection would now come too late which should 
urge, against our general conclusion, that although the 
divine wisdom and goodness have given a few exam- 
ples of such surprising mercy as causes the sin and un- 
belief of men to result in their ultimate benefit, yet it 
is doubtful whether in all cases the divine government 
will be found so favorable; for it has before been 
proved and acceded, that the wisdonmr of God is with- 
out partiality. 

There remains of our text, three inferences, which 
seem to result from tne doctrine of the divine goodness, 
and its excellency, which we may now proceed to no- 


, tice in their order. 
Ist. ** 'Thesefore the children of men put their trust } 


» In dal¥ considerin 


under the shadow of thy wings. g 
this inference, it may be well to show, that if we re- 
ject either of the attributes, which we have ascribed 
to the loving kindness of God, it must necessarily pre- 
vent our putting our trust in him. For instance: if 
we do not allow that the divine loving kindness is 
equally infinite with the divine wisdom and power, it 
is impossible that we should not dread the operations 
of wisdom and power which we imagine to be destitute 
of loving kindness. 
these properties which are not combined with good 

ness, the greater our dread and horror must be. 

Again: Should we allow that the loving kindness of 
our heavenly Father is as extensive as his wisdom 
aud power, in relation to an elected number of the bu- 
man family, and exclude the rest from its favor, it 
would equally prevent our putting our trust in him ; 
for as long as we exclude any portion of the human 
family from the favor of God, we fear that we, or some 
whom we iove are of that unhappy number; aud we 
cry out with horror, ‘* Lord is it I.” 

Or if we say that none are excluded from the favor of 
the divine loving kindness, and yet allow that our un- 
belief and sin can finally frustrate its gracious designs. 
how is it possible for us to contemplate the moral tur- 
pitude of our multiplied and aggravated offences with- 
out being driven to the borders of despair? 

These are not subjects on which we need to dispute 
or speculate; matters of fact, with which we are all 
acquainted, put these points beyond all doubt. The 
great mass of the christian public have, for ages been 


And the more extensive we make 





Bat let us look on the other side of this oy 
and see if any rational being can believe ip the lovine 
kindness of our heavenly Father, and be Confident that 
it possesses all the attributes which our ateiments 
have ascribed to it, without putting entire Confidence 
in #. 

The moment the rational mind looks over the 
ject, the soul is as satisfied as was Simeon in the 
ple, when he held the world’s salvation in his 
he pressed him to his breast, and said ; 
jlettest thou thy servant depart in pea 


sub- 
tem- : 
arms : 
* now Lord, 


ce: for mine 
eyes have seen thy salvation, which thou hast prepar 


ed before the face of all people, a light to lighten the 
Gentiles; and the glory of thy people Israe),” . 

This view naturally calls up the second inference 
which is thus stated; ** They shall be abundantly sat. 
isfied with the fatness of thy bouse.” 





Abundant satisfaction leaves no wants; the fuluess 
of desire isgrauted. And here be careful to observe 
that it is not the /eanness but the fatness of our bani 
enly Father’s house, with which the children of men 
are lo be abundantly satisfied. The prophet Isaiah, 
in his 25th chapter gives the following account of the 
rich provisions which will abundantly satisfy the soul. 
‘And in this mountain shall the Lord of hosts make 
uoto all people a feast of fat things, a feast of wines on 

Il of marrow, of wines on the 
And he will destroy in this moun- 
‘tain, the face of the covering east over all nations,— 
‘tie will swallow up death in victory, and the Lord 
‘God will wipe away tears from off all faces. and the 
‘rebuke of his people shall he take away from offall 
for the Lord hath spoken it.” 





} 
| 
' 
} 
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ithe lees; of fat things fu 
| lees well refined. 


ithe eatth: 

My christian brethren, is there any thing wanting in 
this account? Ifall people are fed with fat things ; if 
all are brought to know the Lord, from the Jeast to the 
greatest ; if death is swallowed up in victory, and tears 
wiped from all faces, can there then remain sorrow, 
mourning, Gissatisfaction and everlasting death? Will 
the professed ministers of the gospel then weep in sor- 
row for fear that the people will be forever miserable? 
Will fathers and mothers mourn over the ashes of their 
departed offspring for fear they are gone to the bottom- 
less pit of despair? 

When we contemplate the Teanness, the poverty, 
the bitter lamentations, the fears and torments which 
have for ages, been displayed in the christian sanctu- 
ary, the language of the prophet Isaiah, in his 55th 
chapter seems appropriate and refreshing—** Ho, eve- 
lirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he 


4t 
ai 


ry one that 
come ye. buy and eat; yea, come 
puy wine and milk without money, and without price. 
| Wherefore do ye spend meney for that which is not 
bread? And your labor for that which satisfieth not? 


! -4 be , a 4 pA 
| Hearken diligently unto me, and eat ye that which is 


that hath no money; 





means of their own unbelief and sin? Hear the words divided in opimion,; some have contended, that the | rood, and Jet your sou! delight itself in fatness ” This 


of Joseph to his brethren: ** I ani Joseph your brother, 
whom ye sold into Egypt. 
grieved, nor angry with yourselves that ye sold me 
hither; for God did send me before you to preserve 
life—And God sent me before you to preserve you a 
posterity in the earth, and tosave your lives by a great 
deliverance.”’ 

Another most convincing instance of the excellency 
of the divine goodness in overruling the unbelief ana 
wickedness of men to their own benefit is, the murder 
of the prince of life by his brethren, the Jews. St. 
Paul, in the lith chapter of his epistle to the Remans, 
has set this case iva clear light, so that the whole sub- 
ject seems to be comprehended in the following words 
to Gentile believers; ** For as ye in times past have 
not believed God, yet have obtained mercy 
through their unbelief; even so have these now not be- 
lieved, that through your mercy they also may obtain 
mercy. sor God hath concluded them all in unbelief. 
that he might have mercy upon all.” 

Here we rest. This-is the consummation of the ben- 


Low 


sal es , ° ‘ » ° e . 
evoicnt scheme of divine goodness) When viewing | easement they can enjov is in doubting ' 


| goodness of God secured the eternal h 


Now, therefore, be uot | {rom all eternity, and that his vindictive justice doom-!are expepdin 
te *} bo Mae 


‘ 





appiness ofa few, 


ed the rest to endless sufferings.—Others deny this 
doctrine, and maintain that God is impartially good to 
all; but that our sins and unbelief may finally prevent 
the gracious designs of mercy in our favor trom being 
accomplished. ‘hese facts are well known, and will 
not be denied. But the question is, do either put their 
trust in God? Are they not both and about equally, 
concerned about their soul’s everlasting welfare? How 
is it possible for those to trust in God? The one class 
do not know that they are elected; and the other 
know not but they have sinned away the day of grace! 
In fact if we put any confidence in their honesty and 
sincerity, as charity would dictate, we must allow 
that these people are in great fear, for they constantly 
affirm that they are, both for themselves and their fél- 
iow creatures. And here it is worthy of remark, that 
their fear is not on account of their faith’s being weak, 
for the more confident they are that their faith is gen- 
uine, the more concerned they are; so that the only 


) moment vast sums of money with immense toil and labor 
nz, to send doctrines to distant countries, 
which never satisfied a single soul who believed them. 
They are not bread. They constitute no part of the 
| fatness of our heavenly Father’s house; nor are they 
suitable for the christian sanctuary. 

The third and last inference which our text draws’ 
from the excellency of the divine loving kindness 8 
thus stated—** And thou shat make them drink of the 
river of thy pleasures.” 

Though this subject furnishes a vast variety of rich 
and exhilarating matter, calculated to fill the temple 
of divine worship with joy unspeakable and full of 
glory, I must confine: my remarks principally, to show 
that this inference is a full and complete refutation of 
the popular objection, which has been, and stil! is, ae 
a little clamorous against the excellency of the divine 
loving kinduess. After the opposer of universal, efi- 
cient grace is driven, by arguments furnished by both 
scripture and reason, from every position which his et 
rors involve, he then sets up the cry of licentious doc- 





ye aroy will igauce 
trine! He says that such abundant merc? will in 
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to every species of vice and impiety. Reply; Not if 
it makes men drink of the river of God's pleasures, — 
My brethren, marl: well, the true sense of our text 
shows that the excellent loving Itindness of our heav- 
enly Father, is the fatness of his house and the river of 
his pleasures, of which he will make the children of 
men drink, and with which they will be abundantly 
satisfied. Feasting on the loving kindness of God, and 
drinking of the milk and wine of the divine mercy, 
must necessarily, lead men, by the spirit of grace to be 
gracious ; by the spirit of wisdom to be wise, and by 
the spirit of holiness to be holy. 

What a river of pleasures did Joseph enjoy when he 
made himself known to his brethren, and blessed them 
with his forgiving spirit. ‘They drank of the same.— 
But did it make them licentious? did they hate and 
dishonor Joseph because they had tasted the delicious 
Our conclusion may be in the 
words of an inspired apostle, who knew the teachings 
of divine grace: ** The grace of God which bringeth 
salvation te all men hath appeared, teaching us, that 
denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live 
soberly, and righteously, and godly in this present 


wine of his love? 


world.”’ 

My brethren and friends, who have united your 
means and exertions to erect this couvenient and per- 
manent edifice, and have now dedicated it to the’ wor- 
ship of our heavenly Father.you will accept the sincere 
congratulations which this joyful occasion inspires.— 
Hither may you come and enjoy the refreshments of 


pure devotion ; here may palsied age unite with ner-) 


vous youth to offer the incense of thanksgiving and 
praise to our common Father in heaven: and may you, 
jor a long time to come, and your sons and daughters 
after you, enjoy, in this house, the rich provisions of 
that intellectual feast, which divine loving-kindness 
has prepared in Zion for all people ; and drink abun- 
dantly of the fountain of the water of life, which flows 
from the throne of God and the Lamb. 


FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 





A SHORT CONVERSATION BETWEEN A 
UNIVERSALIST AND HIS OPPONENT. 
“ “ind fear not them which kill the body, but are not 
able to kilithe soul: but rather fear him which ts able 
io destroy both soul and body in hell.”—Mat. x. 28. 


Opponent. My friend, this passage of scripture has 
long appeared to me to contain strong evidence of the 
doctrine of eternal misery. As we now have an oppor- 
tunity, I should be giad to hold a conversation with 
you respecting it. 

Vaiversalist. | thank you, Sir, for your candor. | 
shall be glad to answer your questions; and thus you 
will be able to discover why | do not think the pas- 
sage contains any evidence in favor, of the doctrine 
you have named. 

Oppo. Observe then that the destruction of the 
soul is spoken of. Is not this evidence iu favor of the 
doctrine 1 believe ? 

Uni. J do not see that it is. For if the soul be de- 
stroyed, how can it be punished forever? ‘The destruc 
Would it be possible to 
punish the body after it was killed? How then can 
you contend for the eternal misery of the soul, if it is 
to be killed, or destroyed? 

Oppo. But the soul is to be destroyed in hell.— 
Now allowing that the destruction of the soul precludes 
the idea of its efernal misery, we may consider the de- 
struction as punishment, in the same sensé as the tak- 
ing of a man’s life is, and thus the doctrine of punish- 
ment in the future state is proved. 

Uni. This you have rested altogether upon the as- 
*umption that the hell spoken of is a place of punish- 
Ment tn the future state 2 Do you not think it is? 


tion of the body is spoken of. 
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Oppo. 1 did not suppose any one would dispute it. 

Uni. Well I thought you supposed so. Now this is 
agteat mistake. The word rendered hell, is Gehen- 
na; and how evident is it that Gehenna was a place 
of punishment, not in the Suture, but in this state of 
being. This is a fact $0 evident, I marvel it has not 
been more attended to. 

Oppo. But do you not speak ironically? Do you 
really mean what you say? Have you any evidence 
that this is a fact ? 

Uni. 1 am serions, and I have the fullest evidence 
that this istrue. But before I bring it forward, let me 
ask you what evidence you have that hell isa place of 
punishment in the future state? I know this is the gen- 
erally received opinion; but did you ever inquire of 
yourself, what evidence there is of it? That people 
have generally thought so, is no evidence. The fact is, 
the opinion has been so general that but very few 





167 
conversing ; and yet whoever thought that God would 
raise up childreo unto Abraham of those stones, be- 
cause his servant said he was able so to do? 

It should be remembered that this passage is not ap- 
plied to any particular class of men: It respects us all. 
We do not read, which is able to destroy the wicked 
both soul and body in hell. Ministers think they 
prove the future misery of the wicked from this passage. 
But how so? There is nothing said about the wicked. 
The passage was #ddressed to the apostles. We can 
with equal propriety suppose that God will destroy 
the righteous, soul aud body in Gehenna, as the wick- 
ed: We have as much evidence of one as of the other. 
Suppose that our Saviour, instead of saying God twas 
able to destroy both soul and body in Géhenna, had 
said he would do it?) What evidence would there 
have been even in this case, that he meant oné class 
of men more than another? The wicked more than the 





people ever thought of doubting it. The majority, | righteous ? 

therefore, have never inquired whether there is any Oppo. But what objeet then did Christ have in view, 

evidence of it. if he did not mean to teach the doctrine of future pun- 
Dr. Campbell describes Gehenna to be ‘ a com-|ishment ? 

pound of the two Hebrew words ve iizinom, the valley | 

of Hinnom,a place near Jerusalem.” 





Uni. | answer he wished to give the apostles confi- 
| dence in the power of God. And he spake of one im- 
Parkhurst says, ‘*Gehenna is a corruption of the! portant fact which would serve to give them some ade- 
two Hebrew words which signify, a valley, and Hinnom, | quate conceptions of it. It was not necessary in order 
the name ofa person who was once the possessor of it,” to this that he should allude to something God actual- 
And he also tells us where it was. ‘* This valley of ly would do; but to some thing Ae was able to do, aud 
Hinnom lay near Jerusalem, and had been the place , by this he accomplished the object he had in view. 
| of those abominable sacrifices in which the idolatrous} The apostles, to whom the passage before us was 
Jews burnt their children alive to Moloch, Baal, or the addressed, never taught to others the doctrine which 
sun.’ Jerusalem was in this world, and these sacrifi-| it has been supposed Jesus taught them by it. And 
ces ha? been performed in this world. | this is very strong presumptive proof that they did not 
We read of this place in Joshua xy. 8, and Jer. xix. thus understand our Lord. We cannot learn from the 
2, and in both these passages it is described as a place | scriptures that any-one of the apostles, except James, 
very near Jerusalem. ‘* And the border went up by | ever spake of Gehenna, and he did not teach that God 
the valley of the son of Hinnom unto the south side of ; would destroy men, soul and body, init. See James 
the Jebusite, the same is Jerusalem” God said to! iii. 6. “ 
Jeremiab, * go forth unto the valley of the son of Hin-| Suppose, my friend, that I could produce a passage 
nom, which is by the entry of the east gate, and pro-| of scripture in which was.asserted what is so evident- 
claim there the words that I shall tell thee.” Many | ly true, that God is able to make all mankind happy ; 
more passages might be quoted if it were necessary, to | do you think that those who maintain the doctrine of 
shew that Gehenna was a place, not in the future | eternal misery would receive this as convincing proof 
state. but near Jerusalem. As has been already said,| that all mankind will be saved? No, they certainly 
this was the place in which the idolatrous Jews com- would not. Why then do they urge us to receive the 
mitted their abominations in sacrificing their children |S8me argument as proof of a doctrine, the truth of 
to idols. A constant fire used to be kept in it for the ; Which is infinitely more improbable ? 
burning of the carcases and other filth which was} [tis a question which all should seriously consider, 
brought thither from the city. And as aplace of pun-| whether, if our Lord meant to teach so important a 
ishment, criminals Were sometimes burned to death | doctrine as that of annihilation, or eternal punishment 
therein. Our Lord speaks of it when he says, * but | Would be, if true, he would not have stated it in some 
whoever shall say, thou fool, shall be in danger of the | different way? If he taught either of these doctrines 
fire of Gehenna.”” Mat. v. 22. Parkhurst, in illustra-| in the passage before us, why may not the advocates 
tion of the last quoted passage, says, ‘* The Gehenna | of them be satisfied by saying no more in their defence 
of fire, Mat. v. 22. does, I apprehend, in its outward | than he did? ; 
aud primary sense, relate to that dreadful doom of be- I trust, my friend, I have succeeded ” shewing you 
ing burnt alire in the valley of Himnem.” Now how, that Gehenna was in this state of being, and that 
caw it be justly supposed, my friend, that this destruc- | there is no proof in the text that it is he will of God to 
tion, or punishment if you prefer to cal) it so, is to be destroy men, soul and body, there. God will have all 
<uffered in the future state of being? men to be saved, and he worketh all things alter the 
Oppo. But according to this present explanation of counsel of his will.—" Thy hae be done,” O Lord, 
the passage, it disproves the doctrine of Universal Sal- *‘ on earth as it is in heaven. RicwaRrps. 











vation. For if some men, soul and body, are destroy- } _—~- 
ed, whether it be in this world, or the next, they can- JUST RECEIVED, 
not all be saved, | AND for Sale at this Office, MINUTES ofa DIé- 


Uni. It is true, if God destroy men, i.e. if he anni- CUSSION on the y spree te “Is the ——— of 
a , Sut it is as. the wicked absolutely clernal ? oris it only a tempora 
7. ae iy Foote apie - . gS punishment in thds teoel de their good, a to “ent 
serted in the passage under sihrol REEL, ST ceeded by eternal happiness ?”” Between Rev. AnNER 
will thus destroy men. Our Saviour says only that he | KNEELAND, AND Rev. W. L. M’Cauta, at the first 
is able to doit. ‘* Fear him which, alter he hath kil-| Independent Church of Christ, called Universalist, im 
led, hath power to cast into GeRenna.”’ ‘* Which 7s | Lombard-street, Philadelphia.—In 6 Nos. at $1,50. 
able to destroy both sot] and body in Gehenna.” It is Just received and Sor sale at this Office, Memoirs 
not disputed that God is able to do all this; but this is of General LA FAYET .m, wih an oy aged 7. 
Tae visit to America, and of bis reception by the people ot 
no proof that he will do it. the United States, from his arrival August i5th, to the 
“God is able of these stones to raise up child-) celebration at Yortown Oct. 19th, 1824. Price $1. 
ren unto Abraham.” Now this passage, a8 it respects! 4jso, a SERIES of LETTERS in DEFENCE of DI- 
the particular subject now under consideration, isan; VINE REVELATION. Between H. BAi.ov aud A 


We read in Mat. iii. 9, 














| exact parallel to the ove concerning which we are | KykELAND.—Price $1. 
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FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 





CHRISTMAS EVE. 


The day had departed, 

The night was serene ; 

The stars, in their splendor, 
O’er Bethle’em were seen ; 
The winds of December 

Had ceas’d to resound, 

While Shepherds were tending 
Their flocks, all around. 


When lo! from the heav’ns 
An Angel appears,— 

He speaks to the shepherds : 
‘¢ Dismiss all your fears ; 

I bring you glad tidings 

Of joy unconfin’d,— 

Good will to all nations, 
And peace to mankind. 

‘* The day-spring immortal, 
On high, is unfurl’d ; 

The Saviour predicted 

Is come to the world ; 
The joy of his mission 

Shall thrill through each breast, 
And every kindred 

Of earth shall be blest. 


‘In Bethle’em you'll find him 

In humble attire ;”’— 

When lo! ian instant, 

The heavenly choir, 

Sang praises, rejoicing, 

With rapture rejoin’d, 

** Good will to all nations, 

And Peace to manxind.” 
Vermont, Dec. 11, 1824. 


ASAHEL BALLovw. 








From the (Liverpool, Eng.) Christian Reflector. 





REMARKS ON MAT. XXV. 46. 


These shall go away into ererlasting punishment, but 


the righteous into life eternal.” 


This passage of scripture is brought forward by the 
advocates for the doctrine of endless misery, as deci- 
sive on that point. From it the proof is attempted, 
that if the term ererlasting is not to be taken in an ab- 
solute and unlimited sense, as applied to punishment, 
no more can it be as applied to life; and, therefore, 
there is ground to fear that the happiness of the right- 
eous will not be endless. 

‘* The proper and full reply to this opinion is, that 
the application of atontos, to the happiness of the right- 
eous, and the punishment of the wicked, cannot of itself 
prove the absolute eternity of either. Ifthe endless 
duration of the happiness of the righteous be establish- 
ed beyond doubt, the proof is derived from other sour- 
ces, and does not depend upon this term, And although 
the same word is here employed to express the dura- 
tion both of future reward and punishment, yet the dif 
ference between the nature of the two subjects,the dif- 
ference between the substantives to which the adjec- 
tive is applied, and the clear testimony of other passa- 
ges of scripture, which relate to the final destiny o! 
mankind, all concur to shew that in the former case it 
signifies an endless, and in the latter a limited dura- 
tion. 

“* There is the greatest possible difference between 
the nature of the subjects to which the term is applied. 
When an everlasting life of happiness is promised to 
the righteous, the subject naturally leads us to believe, 
that its duration will be without end, because we can 
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possession in a future state is the attainment of the ob- | 
ject for which they were created, the completion of 
the design of their existence ; as long as they continue 
to enjoy, they promote the. benevolent purpose of their. 
Creator, and therefore their felicity has in itself the 
promise of immortality. Happiness, too, is an eternal 
principle ; it is coeval with the Deity, and will be 
lasting as himself. But misery is in every respect the | 
reverse. It is not the object for which mankind were | 
brought into being; its prevalence is not the fulfil- 
ment of the designs of the Deity: as long as it exists, | 
his purposes cannot be completed; it is not itself an | 
end, it is only the means to an end, which alone is | 
sufficient to prove that it cannot be eternal, but must 

cease as soon as it has accomplished its allotted work. | 
There is, therefore, such a difference between the na- 

ture of happiness and misery, as necessarily leads to 

the conclusion, that their duration will be different.— 

The term, aionios, applied to the first, derives from it 

the signification of endless duration; applied to the 

second, it is restricted by it to a limited period. 

‘‘ There is an equal difference between the nature 
of the substantives to which this word is applied.— 
Thus, in this very passage, when it relates to the righ- 
teous, it is connected with soe, a substantive which | 
signifies life ; when it respects the wicked, it is joined 
with kolasis, aterm which invariably denotes correc- 
tive punishment.* That the phrase everlasting, or 
continual life, when applied to the pious, may signify 
an immortal existence, it is reasonable to believe, be- 
cause the nature of the subject countenances the opin- | 
ion, and it is favored by many passages of scripture : | 
that the expression everlasting punishment, or lasting! 
correction, when applied to the wicked, denotes a lim- | 
ited punishment, it is impossible to deny, because a 
corrective cannot bean endless punishment; because 
the very hypothesis is incompatible with the design of 
the Divine government; because it is contrary to the | 
general tenor of the New Testament, and because it | 
deprives many of its most striking and animated ex 
pressions of al! their beauty and truth. 

Nor does the affixing of a different meaning to the 
same word, occurring twice in the same sentence, af- 
ford any objection to this interpretation. The differ- 
ence in the subject in the one case and in the other is 
so manifest, as clearly to point out its different signifi- 
cation; so that ifthe scriptures afforded no example of 
a similar repetition of the same word in a two-fold 
sense, it ought not to indsce the least doubt of the va- 
lidity of the principle upon which the distinction in 
the present passage is established. But the fact is, 
that there are several places in which the same word 
is applied twice in the same sentence, with a dissimi- 
larity as to the extent of duration denoted by it, exact- 
ly similar tothis. For example, 

** Hab. iii. 6: * And the everlasting mountains were 
scattered, and the perpetual hills did bow; his ways 
are everlasting.’ In this passage the same word is ap- 
plied to the duration of mountains, and to the duration 
of the ways of God: in the latter part of the sentence 
it signifies absolute eternity; in the former it must de- 
note limited duration. This passage affords another 
striking illustration of the principle, that it is the na- 
ture of the subject in relation to which the term aionios 
is used, that determines the length of duration it must 
be understood to denote: When it relates to the Dei. 
ty, it derives from his nature the sense of absolute e- 
ternity: when it expresses the duration of mountains, 
it is restricted by their nature to a limited significa- 
tion. 








, 





_* ** The word here rendered punishment, properly 
signifies correction for the benefit of the offender. And 





conceive of nothing which should bring it to a termi- | 
nation. There is every reason to believe that the | 
same motive which induced the Deity to impart it for | 


a very protracted period, will lead him to render it | 


endless. The happiness of which the pious will be in | 


the word translated everlasting, is often used to ex- 
press a long but indefinite duration. This text, there- 
fore, s0 far from giving countenance to the harsh doc- 
trine of eternal misery, is rather favorable to the more 
pleasing and more probable hypothesis of the ultimate 
restitution of the wicked to virtue and to happiness.” 


Improved Version, note in loc. | 





“Rom. xvi. 25, 26: * According to the revelatio 
of the mystery which was kept secret, chronois i 
in the times of the ages, but has now been made mani. 
fest, according to the commandment Toy aicnioy 
Theou, of the everlasting God.’—Tit, j, 2: « In hope 
oes aioniou, of eternal life, which God, who cannotllie, 
promised,’ pro chronon aionion, before the times of the 
ages, or before the world began, or before the ancient 
dispensalions. 

‘* These examples are abundantly sufficient to prove 
that the argument in support of the endless duration of 
punishment founded upon this application of the term, 
is fallacious.”’ 

See Illustrations of the Divine Government, by T. 
Southwood Smith, M. D. 3d edition, pp. 308—313, 

b ———- | 

A Universalist Society has lately been formed and 

organized in Brewster, Massachusetts. 





MARRIED IN THIS CITY, 

By the Rev. Mr. Streeter, Mr. John Williams, to 
Miss Mehitable Haselton. Mr. Luther Foss, to Miss 
Minea Andrews. Mr. Simeon Dow, Jun. to Miss Lu- 
cy H. Young. 

In Dorchester, by Rev. H. Ballou, 2d. Mr. Aaron D, 
Field to Miss Mary Ann Fessenden, both of Dorchester, 

In Brewster, Mr. Joseph H. Sears, to Miss Olive 
Bangs. 








DIED IN THIS CITY, 

On Saturday morning, Mr. Solomon Munroe, aged 
72. 

In Stafford, Conn. the 6th inst. Mr. Francis Hyde, 
-red 33. He retained his senses to the last, and ex- 
pired in full assurance of God’s universal and un- 
changing goodness. While his numerous relatives in- 
dulge their sorrow on this afflicting occasion, may God 


‘grant them the consolations of that doctrine in which 


the deceased rejoiced. 

In Rowe, Mass. Oct. 27, Mrs. Sally, wife of Mr. 
Alfred Brown, and daughter of Mr. Stephen Gleason, 
aged 34. Also Laura, youngest daughter of Mr. Al- 
fred Brown, aged 1 year 5 months. 


Sleep my wife, sleep in the dust ! 
Thou of earth wert born at first,— 
Sleep in the grave, there Jesus slept, 
There Lazarus lay while Jesus wept. 
Sleep too my babe, and take your rest, 
God hath pronounc’d such children blest ; 
Safe from this world of sin and strife, 
She’s entered everlasting life. 
Sleep my daughter, God’s thy love, 
Thy Spirit’s gone to worlds above: 
Join the angelic hosts of bliss, 
In perfect love, in perfect peace. 

Sleep my sister, with the blest; 
Now hath your Spirit gone to rest,— 
Sleep in the bosom of your God, 
There is your home, your blest abode. 

Composed by her Brother, S. GLEASoN, JUN. 


=a ESEY 


————— 








BOARDING. 

A Gentieman and his wife, or two Gentlemen who 
would like to take a room together, can be accommo- 
dated with board in a private family, by applying at 
this Office. ‘Two or three members of the Legislature 
can have board during its next session, if they apply 
in season. 





FOR SALE AT THIS OFFICE, 


A SERMON, delivered at Hartford, Con. on Wed- 
nesday, Aug. 18, 1824, at the Dedication of the new 
Universalist Meeting House. By H. BAL1ov, of Bos- 
ton. Text, Haggai ii. 6, 7. 
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